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0cT 2 1952
LT 0RAMUUL 70 . Director of Central Intelligence e
THROUCH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)
FRO%: Assistant Director,:0ffice of Scientifie
Intelligence
SUBJXeT: T T T FlyingSaucers &
1. Pioat..";. 76~ detemine?"‘(a) Yhether.or not there are national _ .~ .
security implicaticns in the problem of Munldentified- - :--- - 2]
£1ying objectay (o) wretheror rot adequate study and . R
researcn-is corrently boinz directed to this problem
 in-its relation to such national secwrity implications;
and_(c) what further_investigation and research should - - -
be instituted, by whomy-and-under what aegls, = 7. .
2. "A.CI’S “ANDTDISCISIIQN--03I-ass dnvestigated the viork curreatly

3.

k.

being verformed on "flying saicers® and found that the
Mir Tecanical-IatelliZence: ‘Center, DI, USAF, Vright--
Patterson M Force Dase, is the only groun devoling
appreciadle effé“-"""éhd study to this suh:]ect.,- that ATIC-
is concenitrating on a cage-by-cage explanation of each
resort, and that this effort is not adeguate to corre-
late, evaluaate, and resolve the situation on an over-
all basis. Tas current prodvlem is discussed in datail

in TA3 A, -

COITLY. "'C;"S—-'“’I ying saucers" nose two elements of danger
waicn-have national- ecurit,{ Implications, The first
involves nass psycnclorsical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
to air attack., bDoth factors are amplified in TAB A.

ACTEON RICCL=: 1‘323-—(3) mao the Direetor of Central Intel—-
ligence advise the Hational Security Council of the
implications of thn " flying saucer” oroblem and request
that reszarch be initiated, TAS B is a draft memo-

el e - “ randud to the NSC, for the DCI's signature. '(b) That =~ BRSO

the ICX discuss_tais s.xo_u.ct. With-the Psychological

Stratz7 Toard. A nonorapdun to the Girecteor,

Psyciolorical St,rawa;y foard, is attached for sig- :

nature as TA3 C. (c¢) mat CT'l with the cooperation ) L
of PS3 and other interested oeoartnents and agencles,

JALN

develop and recomnend for adoption by the NSC a
Approved for Release

BYLY
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Director of Central Inte].li.gehce

THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FRO: Assistant Director, Office of Scientifie
Intelligence

SUBJZCTs Flying Sancers

1. PROBLI--To determine:— (a) hether or not there are national

2.

3.

k.

Lo A

- -

T

A

[ N : -
Doy dene am.

security imalications in tae provlem of Mwaldentified
flying objec«,s"- (o) whether or not adequate study and
researcn is currently being directed to this problea
in its relation to such national security 1molications'
and (¢) what further investigation and research saould
bte instlituted, by vwhom,-and-under what aseglsy— 4~~~ ———

"AC"S AND DISCISSIQN--03I-hasinvestigated the vork curreatly
beingverformad -on "flying saucers? and found that the
Air Technicel-Iatellizence Céntér, DI, USAF, ifright- .
Patterson Xir Force Sase, is the only group devoiing

: appreciabln effort—and study to this subjeet, that ATIC . .
is concentrziingion-a case=by=case explanation of each
report, aad that this effort is not adequate to corre~ -—--
late, evaliate, and resolve the situation on an over-. -
all basis, _ThE’ ent prodled is discussed in detail
ic Ta3 A, I

c¢l 'C"JSZ0"3—~05“*f4,qg~saucex:s!!*oose_t\ 0-elenents of daager -~ oo
waich have national séeurity iwplications., . The first
involves mass psychelorical ¢onsiderations and the
second concerns-the vulnerabiliti of the United States
to-air-attack, both factors are amplified in TAB-A.

ACTION RECCLIZIDED-~(a)-Tnat-the-Directar of Central Intel- - .- . -
ligence advise the¥ational Security Council of the :
iwpl 1catio'xs‘of‘:th“ﬁ‘" flying saucer™ problen and request. . . -
that ressarch ve-initiated; TAS B is a draft memo= = o o
" rendw: to the NSC,~for the ICI's signature. '(b) That -v

the LI discuss-this suvjcct with the Psychological

Stratim= nessd, A romordidun to the Directeor,

Psyciiolosical- Stratesy Foard;=is-attached for sig- : : i
nature as TAB .C,.--(c) imat OTA, with the cooperation ° R
of PS37and other intérested desarthents and agencies,

ns

develop aad recommend for -adoption by the K3C a
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policy of public infornation 1:1-;:Lch will minimize concern
and possible panic¢ resulting fro:x the nunerous signtings
of unidentified objects. -
Lssis tant Direc tor o
Scientific Intalligence . .
ADETS . S , }
TAB A-wllemorandan-to:ICI,: through DDI, Subject: Flying. .. S S
: Saucers.. .
TAB . B-=Letter:to i atio'xal Securj.t:, Council with enclosure,
TAB C==lemo=to-Di recto._, A7 snnolo:a.cal Strate;y Board wi.'c.n
enclosure
CONCUPRENCES: = T TS
B ) ;
R Date:. w7 _ _ _ __
- LOFTIS €. BECHSA ‘,_, :
: . Deputy Director/Intelligence v
E — ;
3 ACTECHT BY APPROVING ATTHORITY: R .
Date: . -
A_aproved (dis approved) § CoTommimoonTn ,,‘Z,,.i,.:,"f :
i WALTER B, SLLTHR )
,_, . ) Director . .
: A= . snen @ ?":*b":"‘\'- LY I Wi o —-'av.": b —.— - % :‘. ’ ‘
: i:
‘;
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1931 02AMDUE FCR1  Director-of Central Intelligerca
THROUSYH : Deputy Directar (Intellizence)
SUBJZCT ~ &t Flying Saucers

1. PErcently an inquiry w=s-covducted by the Offico of Scientifiec
Intelli-ense to determinouhether-there-are nmaticmal secu.rity implicationg”
in the nroble*n of "unidentified flying cbjects," i,e., £lying saucers; Do
vhether adequate study and Tesearch 1s currently beinz directed to
this problen in its relaticn-to such -raticnal: secu..""ty "'\nuc,ti.ons,
and vhat further investigation-and research should be instituted,”

by vaa, erd under vhat aeaﬁ.

2, It was found that the -only-wudt of Governrment cuxrently
studying 4ha problenm is tha DiFfectorate¢f Intelll ence T3AF, which
has charged the Air Tecmi“ﬁmélligéﬂce Ceniter (ATIC vith R
: rosPO..sibﬂ_t" for investigzating the reverts cf si"huinr.,. avarre T -

1 there is a group of thres: off..ce—rsiﬁd ) secret_ries tovhich eae,
throush offic¢ial clamiznel¥, all reports of sightings, This grovp = -
conducts irvestization of " t‘te‘""t‘én&‘ts ,—consulting as reguixed with - .
other Air Force and civiliZm tsehnissl pavschnel, A world—udde -z e s
reporting system has been-instituted and rajor-air Force Bases ‘nve e
boen ordered o tmke interceptions of unidentified flying objectsy -
The rasezarch is being conducted on a case basis and is casig'xad to
provide a satisfactory emplaraticon of. e'-ch individval sighting, . -

sl

WY
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ATIC has conclujed an errangemsnt with Satielle iemorial Instituts
for tha latier toestablish— a—mchi inde dig systen for official _
reports-of sightings, = oo Lo o

3. Since 1947, ATIC has Teceived avrroximately 1500 official
reporis of sieqtmgs plus an enormous volums of leiters, phene calls,
and press reports,  DuringJuly-1952 alone, official rooorts totaled- 250
Of the 1500 reports, y AlrForce—carr-les 20 norcent as unexminired and
of those received from-Jaovary: through July 1952 it carries 25 parcent
unexslain=a,

e n apn by

FPPRTIR R RIS P

4.  Xn its inquiry into this problen, a team from CIA!'s Office
. of Sciontific Intelligence consulted with a-representative of Air
B -~ Farce Spacial Studies Group;-discussed the yroblen with those in charge
B of the Adr Force Project at Urisht-Patterson Alr Force Sase; reviewed
E a considemble volume of intelligence beports; checked the Soviet
' press and broadeast indices; and conforred with three GIA consuliants,
vho kave broad lnowledge of the technical areas concerned,
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5, It wvas found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the
purpose 1s limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that
study do2s not solve the more fundarental asgects of the problem,
These aspects are to determine definitely the rature of the various
phenozena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means
by which these causes, and their viswal or elecironic effects, may
be ideatified inmediastely. "The CIA consultants stated that these
soluticns would probably be found on the rarging or just beyond the
froatiers of our present Imowledge in the fields of atmospherie, '
fonospheric, and extraterrestrial phencrera, with tho added uosﬁbility
that the pzesent dispersal of nuclear wasto products might also
be a factor, ' Thay reccuzended that a study group be formed to perforn
three functions: '

a. analyze and systnmtizs the f‘actors vhich constitute
tho fundarental. proo]_em! T

b, deternine the fields of fundimsutal science vhich
' must be Investigated dn~ o?aer to reac‘x an \maerstamhna of
1 the phenaoena fuvolved; and -

-

—make reccr.mndations forthe initiation-of appropriate
rese-arch

i - Dr. Julius A. Strattos, Vies President of the Massachusetts Institats
3 of mchnology, has indfcated to CIA that'suweh a grouwp couwldd te — -

of trase respoasibilities,

6. fThe flying saucer situvation contains two elerents of danger
vaich, in a situaticn of intermaiional- »ension, kave national secur;.ty
implications,.- These-are: —

At foad

- Psveholsriznl =ik world-vide sightings reported, it =
was fomd that, vo to the tinme of the-invesiigation,there pad -
been in the Soviet- press noreport or caiwmsat, even sat:lricul
cn flying saucers; tnough Cromyko had rade one humorous
rantioa of the subject, Vith a State-controlled press, this
ccu)d result oaly from an official policy decision, The
question, therefore, arises as to whether-or not these sightingss - -

WSIDTCTIC T DRI IR 1T UROP o 17 PO

(1) . could ba- controlled e

. .
P U g I A e AR A D OTRNMIFL T tey T Y Do T,

(2) could be predicted, and

[FTR N

A M

(3) could e used from a psychological warfare
= v point_of view, elther offensively or defensively,

fh e sbes

I
)

consiituted 2t trat Institute, Sifflarly, Project Lincoln, the = - e
Air Feres's air defense rroject at MIT ,,coula be charged. mth sQue -
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The public concern with the phenomsna, vhich is refleated both

in the United States rress and in the pressure of inquiry upca the
Alr Force, indicates tnat a fair h"oportion of our populaticn

is ment.all,/ conditioned to the acceptanie of the incredible,

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass
hystaria and rande,

b, Air Vulnerability -~ The United States Air Varning System
will undcubtedly alvays depend upon a combiration of redar screen- »
ing and visual observation, ‘The U.S.3.R. is credited vith the - A
present capability of delivering am air attack againgtthe ~ , 0 o 1
United States, yet at any glven mcment now, tbere may be . .
current a dozen official wnidentified sigh ings plus rany ARSI
unofiicial cnes, At any meaent of attack, ve are nowina o 7 T
position vhere ve cannot, on an instant tasis, distinguish- T
hardware froa phantoa, and es tension mounts we vill-run-ths - -
increasing risk of faISE ‘alerts end the even greater danger
of falsely idsntifying the real as phantcm,

7. Both of these prodleds are primarily operatiosal in nature N
but each contains readily armarenu inte]ligence faetors.. . .-p cenh LTIl

. 8, TFromean operatloral point-of view, thtes actions are . A
required: .

a, Xxediate stéps should be taken to improve identification
of both visual and electronle vhantad s6 that, in the event of .
en attack, instont and nosit.ive iaonui‘icﬂtion of ereny_planes™ R

or x:iasiles can be rade, oI bt .

utilization could te made of these phencmerza by United Su:ttes
psycbole":.cal arfare planners and wbat“if any, defenses. should
be planned in- art.ici;»tion of Soviet atte:':vts to utilize tken,:

should b2 established 25 to vihat should. be "t01d the public”
regardir" the phenorsna,

PO N WA AL

9. { Other intelligence probleéms vhich require determiration -
are: N ¢

.a., The present- level of Soviet 1mmr1edge renanhng ' i
o these phero:ana _ cae T4 : st

b. Possible Soviet 1ntentioﬁs and mmbilities to
utilize those rhenomem to- the uetxit:mnb ‘of Unitgd States ‘
sect.rity interests. SR e . . 2

- ) A L,
P s eve o .,Q '.-...-«--.-.o!-..‘- N (SRR TIPS AN

b, A study showld by -imsdituted-to determine vhat, if any,- —"- ~itio

c. In order to nininize risk of panic; a rationalpoldey “~ =" ~ 7 T
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. ¢, Tho reasons for silence in the Soviet press
" regarding flying saucers,
1 ' 10, Addition2l research, differing in character and emphasis
i from that presently being performsd by Air Ferce, will be required
to neet tho specific reeds of both operations and intelligence.
R R _Intelligence responsibiliiies in this field as regards both collection
i . and analysis can be discharged with raxinun effectiveness only after = °
I nuch nore is lknown regardirg the exact rature of these phencmera, o
1}, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it S
should ba brought to thke atisnticon of the Mationmal Security Council . -~ ¢
in oxder that a cocmunity-vide coordinated effort.towards its solutden '
¢ may bs initiated, . S
e,’vép:odw.&»«,\ ] -——- T
i N H. MARSHALL CHADYSLL /) IR
i Assistant Director . :
P Scientificz Intelligence .
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